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Motivations to use a different method/theory in gentrification research

• First Motivation: Mainstream gentrification research largely 

analysed the experiences of middle class gentrifiers and 

neglected the experiences of non-gentrifying groups 

• Second Motivation: Most accounts of gentrification research 

use class as an occupational or an income definition

• Third Motivation: Interactions, inclusionary or exclusionary 

practices or possible conflicts among different groups were 

ignored



Belonging/Social Borders 
Research

Multiple Correspondence 
Analysis



Field Research Area
• Golden Horn Neighbourhoods of  Istanbul

• Until 1950s mainly populated by Greek 
Orthodox, Jewish and Armenian population

• Main Industrial Area of Istanbul (1950-1983)

• Deindustrialisation ( 1983-1990)
• Massive demolitions on coastal areas and 

displacement

• Different migration movements 
• (1945-50) Labour migration mainly from 

Black Sea
• (1990-2000) Forced Kurdish Migration

Restoration Projects in Halic

(1997-2008) by UNESCO/  EU Commission

2010 European Capital of Culture
• Strategic Planning and prestige projects
• Open air museum of the city
• Tourism  as a main desired sector

Data Collection

50 life history interviews
200 household survey (100 on each 
side, North and South)
Explore different household types 
and wealth/income groups

• Residential processes
• Neighbourhood-based social 

networks 
• Friendship and solidarity 

patterns 
• Attitudes towards the 

neighbourhood and the city 
Political views

• Leisure activities 
• Trust and co-operation





Rehabilitation of 

Fener and Balat

Neighbourhoods



The Sample

• The overall results encompass a population of 806 people living in 200 households with 

49% (392) males and 51% (414) females.

• In both neighbourhoods, 

• respondents were mainly from the 30–60 age group

• primary school graduates (48% in Haskoy and 61% in FBA) constitute the majority of 

the sample.

• 31% of the 806 people were working during the time the survey was conducted.

• In both neighbourhoods the majority of the population lacks any type of social security—

75% (295 people) in Haskoy and 78% (320 people) in FBA

• There were more retired workers in Haskoy (22%) compared to FBA (8%).

• Haskoy neighbourhood has more high school graduates.

• Haskoy: 14% craft related, 12%retired,  %4 plant machine operators

• FBA:  there were less people working in craft-related jobs (10%). The second and third 

most common occupational groups were service and sales workers (6%) and people 

working in elementary occupations (5%)



Active Variables



Supplementary Variables











GENTRIFIERS AND ELECTIVE BELONGING

“Why 

Lots of foreigners in Arnavutkoy. Cihangir never stroke me,  I  visited delis, 

restaurants there, my  friends live there but it never attracted  me as a place to live. I 

grew up in Melbourne, on the water, I actually started to look around Asmalimescit

and Galata. You know some buildings don't see sun light and I, Melbourne is a flat 

city as well, lots of high rises and very little, not high rises but tall buildings, narrow 

streets, little sun light, so a friend brought me out here. And then I you know, I was 

watching, I was still looking at Galata, but I could not find a right place. So I  came 

back here…”

(Female, 43 years old, Australian)



Waiting for the cosmopolitan moment 

“Yeah you see I am a person who lives on herself, as I did  in Netherlands. I say hello to 

my  neighbours and I have a little chat with them. But I am not someone who invites 

them to my house, and say lets have four hours just talking. I am not a person like that. 

But the people are different here, they don’t have so much to expect from life. I am not 

living with my neighbours, I am living in this neighbourhood but not really… but I, what I 

do is I write poems and short stories via the internet with an international community”

(Female, 70 years old, Dutch)





The Working Class, Occupational histories and Belonging 
‘I came to work when I was a child…’

“I started working in 1980.  I came from the village and it was easy to find this job. 
I went to the factory; applied and they hired me. It was a big factory, there were 
1,200 people working there. We were preparing the wool. I worked three shifts 
and on Saturdays. All of my colleagues were from this neighbourhood. We were 
neighbours and we were working together. The majority of them were from 
Samsun Bafra. In my department there were 10 women, eight from Bafra, and 
two from Giresun.” 

Female, 53 years old, Turkish.  

“We bought this house because it was close to the factory.. We could save money 
because we were eating at the factory and we had bonuses every three months. We 
preferred to be close to the factory because we were shift working. I remember 
many times I was called if somebody did not go to work that day, I ran to the 
factory before finishing washing the dishes. They were calling me because they 
knew that I sent my children to the village. It was very crowded here, like Eminonu. 
Sometimes they sent us home early. I remember walking back to my house with my 
women friends at 5.00 a.m. in the morning.”  

Female, 50  years old, retired worker



‘I never dreamed of coming to Istanbul’



To  conclude… 



HEAR


