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John Bunyan’s tomb in Bunhill Fields –

possibly derived from the Saxon ‘Bone Hill’













Although housing in Bethnal Green was often 

appalling, there was a complex network of relatives 

(families of three generations held together by the 

powerful mother-daughter bond at the centre)  

always available to provide mutual aid and a sense of 

community. It was when families were rehoused into 

the immaculate new estates outside London, miles 

away from their kin, that the vital support system 

broke down, with disastrous effects on the quality of 

people’s lives 

(Young and Willmott, Family and Kinship in East London 1957)





About 350,000 couples married in 

England and Wales in 1962. Fifty 

years on, only 27% of these 

marriages have ended in divorce. 

Similarly about 350,000 couples 

married in 1987, when Mr & Mrs 

Gayle Snr were celebrating their 

25th Wedding Anniversary. 

By contrast, 27% of these couples 

were divorced within the next 12 

years. And twenty five years on 

over 40% are now no longer 

married.
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2011 Average job tenure 

Men 9.1 Years

Women 7.9 Years
(Source ONS LFS)

In 2011 15% of males workers and 11% of female 

workers had been in their current job for 20+ year 
(Source: ONS Data; Own Analysis)
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Parents / step 

parents

(co-resident)
Parents / step parents

(non-resident)

Older siblings

Household

(resident)

Other 

Household

(part-time / non 

resident)

Understanding young people and their lives in the context of 

contemporary home and family life
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% Male 
Students

% Female 
Students

% 
Male % Female

Business 16 11 51 49

Allied Medicine 6 18 18 82

Education 5 12 25 75

Social Studies 8 9 38 62

Biological Studies 6 8 36 64

Creative arts and design 6 7 39 61

Engineering and technology 12 2 84 16

Languages 5 7 32 68

Computer science 8 2 78 22

Historical and philosophical studies 5 4 45 55

Law 4 4 41 59

Physical sciences 5 3 58 42

Medicine and dentistry 3 3 42 58

Architecture, building and planning 4 1 69 31

Mass communications and 
documentation 2 2 42 58

Mathematical sciences 2 1 64 36

Agriculture and related subjects 1 1 39 61

Veterinary science <1 <1 20 80

Combined 5 5 39 61

Overall 100 100 43 57

n 1008990 1354704

Note: Students ft and pt, ug and pg, home and 
overseas in higher education institutions only.

Source: Higher Education Statistical Agency. 

Author’s own analyses

UK Students in 
higher education 
by subject and 
sex 2006/7 



Dunbar’s Number 150 people with whom we can maintain stable social relationships




